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Our	New	Brand	Image 
Blackpool	Sixth	Form	is	entering	its	21st	year	and	this	means	an	 
exciting	coming	of	age	for	a	college	which	has	served	the	young	 
people	of	the	Fylde	coast	for	the	last	two	decades. 

This	year,	we	launch	a	new	brand	image	for	the	Sixth	Form	to	 
reflect	our	focus	on	the	future.		The	college	crest	has	evolved	 
into	something	new:	a	symbol	of	the	energy,	enthusiasm	and	 
confidence	with	which	we	look	to	the	years	ahead.	 

The	students	have	participated	in	the	process	of	creating	our	 
brand	image	and	the	image	itself	represents	all	of		 
our	students.	 
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Principal’s	Message
 
The	last	twelve	months	began	 
spectacularly	with	confirmation	of	our	 
Outstanding	status	from	Ofsted.		This	 
was	shortly	followed	by	the	award	of	 
IIP	Gold	and	our	college	being	placed	 
in	the	top	75	employers	in	the	public	 
sector.		We	have	also	received	the	 
Highly	Commended	Beacon	Award	for	 
Leadership	in	the	curriculum. 

Even	more	importantly	for	our	learners,	 
the	College	has	stayed	in	the	top	25%	of	 
schools	and	colleges	for	value	added	 	i.e.	 
the	distance	travelled	by	our	students	 
from	their	GCSE	to	their	A	level	results.		 
On	average	our	students	achieve	higher	 
grades	at	college	than	those	predicted	 
by	their	GCSE	results.		This	has	to	be	the	 
main	reason	to	celebrate,	and	is	proof	of	 
the	excellent	teaching	and	learning	that	 

Blackpool Sixth Form Chair of Governors John 
Boyle (right) is presented ‘The Sunday Times 
75 best places to work in the public sector’
award by Glenn Dimelow, Director of Best 
Companies 

takes	place	on	a	daily	basis.		These	grades	 
allowed	the	vast	majority	of	our	students	 
to	gain	places	at	their	first	choice	 
university	or	career. 

Taking	all	this	into	account,	we	are	 
unique,	locally,	for	the	provision	of	 
advanced	education	for	16	to	18	year	olds.	 
With	this	report	we	recognise	many	of	 
the	successes	of	the	year.	I	hope	you	enjoy	 
the	read. 

Chair	of	Governors	
 
Introduction 
Welcome	to	Blackpool	Sixth’s	2010	 
Report.	This	year	we	come	of	age	as	we	 
celebrate	our	21st	birthday. 

Since	small	beginnings	we	have	now	 
grown	to	the	extent	that	we	expect	to	 
enrol	over	2000	students	this	summer. 

Throughout	the	Fylde	we	are	recognised	 
for	our	rich	diversity	of	courses	and	the	 
innovation	and	dynamism	that	can	be	felt	 
throughout	the	College.	 

As	a	dedicated	Sixth	Form	College,	 
our	staff	concentrate	on	the	provision	 
of	A	level,	BTEC	Nationals	and	the	 
International	Baccalaureate,	making	our	 

tutors	experts	in	the	courses	they	deliver.	 
This	is	proven	by	our	superb	record	of	 
achievement	and	the	extensive	range	of	 
opportunities	on	offer	to	our	students. 

The	College	is	in	very	good	heart.		And	 
real	proof	of	this	is	that	we	continue	to	 
invest	in	our	future.		We	are	delighted	to	 
announce	the	imminent	construction	 
of	the	next	phase	of	our	campus	 
redevelopment.		Our	new	Calder	Building	 
opening	Summer	2011	will	house	state	of	 
the	art	facilities	for	the	departments	of	 
Performing	Arts,	English	and		 
Modern	Languages. 

Principal Felicity 
Greeves (right) with
Christine Gilbert at 

the Ofsted Celebration 
in February for 

Outstanding Colleges 
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Fulfilling the role of Senior Student 
has been a rewarding and enjoyable 
experience! Although at times it 
has been demanding juggling this 
responsibility alongside our studies, 
we knew what we were signing up for 
and have enjoyed every minute. The 
prestigious opportunity has enabled 
us successfully to acquire and refine 
transferable skills such as organisation, 
prioritisation, public speaking, 
communication skills and much more. It 
has also allowed us to not only witness 
(and play a part in) the Sixth Form’s 
success as a whole, but to recognise 
individual achievements.

With the launch of the new brand 
identity for the Sixth Form, we hope our 
successors continue and re-shape the 
legacy of the Student Council and enjoy 
themselves as much as we have. 

We would like to thank all of the Student 
Council for their continuous dedication 
and hard work over the past two years 
and give a special thank you to Rebecca 
Thompson, our Student Council staff 
coordinator who has helped us along 
every step of the way. Of course, we 
cannot forget to thank the entire student 
body who cast their votes for us during 
elections and for providing comments, 
suggestions and feedback.

Senior Students Cheriece Carter  
and Gordon Pal

Senior Students Reflections

The Student Voice

Members of the Student Council are 
responsible for improving Sixth Form 
life for all students, on a collective and 
individual basis, by listening to their 
opinions and acting on what they 
have to say. Over the course of the past 
academic year, we feel we have fulfilled 
our responsibility and this sense of 
achievement has been reinforced by the 
overwhelming amount of 	
students’ feedback.

Improving College Life

Upon attending the Learning and Skills 
Improvement Service Conference in 
Birmingham, the Student Council has 
taken into account the ways in which 
other student representatives from around 
the country organise themselves so as to 
provide an efficient student voice.

After spending much of the day in 
workshops involving many different 
aspects of the student voice, such as 
inclusion and liaising with the community, 
we made the decision to reorganise the 
structure of the Student Council to 

incorporate a more diverse spectrum of 
students from other groups in college. 
Overall the day was very successful.

Students are actively encouraged to 
participate in recreational activities, 
alongside their studies. With many 
students keen to show off their creative 
flair, the Sixth Sense Magazine has become 
increasingly popular. To show our support 
and help them out with printing costs, 
we have given regular donations. In 
return, they have permitted us to include 
a Student Council article and allocated 
advertising space.

On a collective basis, numerous students 
have voiced their concern about road 
safety, especially pupils from St. George’s 
Church of England High School, where a 
student lost her life on a busy road and 
a crossing was later implemented. As a 
result, we contacted Lancashire County 
Council and drafted a petition, to request 
the implementation of a puffin crossing 
outside the Sixth Form. We are currently 
awaiting a response.

Student Council

Senior Students 
Cheriece Carter and Gordon Pal.

Students Chris Powers, Claire Sycamore, Laura 
McCann and Michael Kimber at the LSIS
conference in Birmingham.
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‘Outstanding’. That was the judgment 
made by Ofsted on our sport, leisure and 
tourism provision.

First year Sport students are involved in 
the Sports Leaders Award and second 
year students are working towards their 
Higher Sports Leaders Award. This has 
involved students engaging in a variety of 
volunteering and leadership activities such 
as ’Sports Ability’, an event for disabled 
sports people, the Blackpool Athletics 
Festival, European Beach Volleyball 
Championships and the North of England 
Badminton Championships. All of this 
is in addition to their studies and the 
volunteering that many do at local primary 
and secondary schools and local sports clubs.

Aspiration to enter higher education and 
study sport is high and students have been 
involved in visits to Leeds Metropolitan 
University and Liverpool John Moores. 
At each the students got a real insight 
into university life by being involved with 
practical and theoretical lectures as well as 
experiencing the great facilities available.

Once again it has been a very busy year for 
our Travel and Tourism students. All second 
year students have completed a two week 
work placement which has given them a 
real life experience of working in the travel 

and tourism industry. Placements included 
work on a Celebrity Cruises’ world cruise, 
Blackpool Zoo, The Big Blue, Imperial and 
Hilton Hotels, The Sealife Centre, Carla Gran 
and Marton Mere. Bringing the Travel and 
Tourism curriculum to life greatly enhances 
our students’ experiences. This has been 
achieved both in the classroom and 
through guest speakers and educational 
visits. This year we have included visits 
to Alton Towers and Blackpool Zoo and 
residentials to Belfast and The Costa Brava.

In Health and Social Care, one of the 
focuses for this year has been the social 
issues that affect people in Blackpool, Fylde 
and Wyre and how these are being dealt 
with. BTEC Health and Social Care students 
visited Homestart to see first hand how 
social challenges are being met. There have 
also been guest speakers from the ‘Awaken 
project’ and the Domestic Violence Unit.

All Health and Social Care and Childcare 
students have been actively involved 
in two careers conferences organised 
by staff and students and held at the 
Sixth Form. Students gained an insight 
into some careers through workshops 
by a radiographer and by staff from 
Highfurlong School.

Our students’ work experience has 
included placements in organisations such 
as care homes, Surestart Centres, Blackpool 
courts and various primary schools. All 
BTEC Health and Social Care students are 
currently working towards achieving the 
national ‘V Award’ by engaging in various 
volunteering projects and placements.

Department of Sport, Tourism and Health

Students gain an insight into 
careers in healthcare during 
Health Experience Day

Travel and Tourism students embark for Spain on 
the annual residential to the Costa Brava

Sport students take part in coaching activity

Two groups of students reached the final stages 
of a nationwide competition, Start Up: Travel 
and Tourism, giving them £1000 to start their 
own business

BLACKPOOL SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 2010
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In June, staff and students made the exciting 
transition to ‘The Frame’, a multidisciplinary, 
open plan teaching area comprising of five 
dedicated learning zones, a resources shop, 
wet room and kiln. The extensive glass 
frontage gives students the opportunity to 
showcase their work to the public and focus 
on exhibiting as well as creating. The second 
floor includes nine new classrooms all with 
IT facilities including two media production 
suites and specialised photography and 
graphics rooms all with industry 	
standard software.

The department’s continued commitment 
to improving standards was officially 
recognised by Ofsted. The recent Sixth 
Form inspection judged all aspects of 
the department as Grade 1: Outstanding. 
Coupled with this AS Art achieved some of 
the highest grades in the country making 
it one of the best performing provisions 
nationally. 

Across the department student 
achievement rates were 89% at AS 	
and 97.7% at A2. There was also 100% 
success rate for students receiving 
additional support.

The department maintained its 
commitment to enriching the student 
experience by a further trip to New York. 
Enjoyed by students from a range of VAM 
subjects, the highlight was an exhibition 
of graphic designs from films by Tim 
Burton. We also undertook more than 20 
specialised trips ranging from the annual 
visit to the Harrogate International Textiles 
Fair to production training for Media BTEC 
students at UCLAN’s new state of the art 

media centre. A highly successful 
programme of visiting artists worked 
with Art and Design students on a range 
of creative techniques as well as giving 
valuable insights into the nature of 
commercial art. A series of talks from 
media practitioners was also well received 
and in particular Channel 5 producer Joe 
Myerscough gave a talk to Media students 
about working in TV.

Visual Arts & Media
Creating a focused environment to challenge 
and support students to achieve excellence. 

World renowned visual artist 
Victor Sloan visited to the Sixth 

Form and took part in group 
workshops and individual 

tutorials with students

Students during a workshop by Jennifer Collier

Art students in New York
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The icing on the sporting cake at Blackpool 
Sixth Form is the chance to play for one 	
of our teams. Here sport is at its 
competitive best: challenging, rewarding 
and successful.

Our academies are the flagship of our 
Sporting Performance and Excellence 
Programme. All our academies aim to 
nurture established players and identify 
new talent, providing players with 
quality coaching and opportunities 
whilst pursuing a first class education. 
All players are following a full time study 
programmme on BTEC, AS/A2 	
or foundation courses. The sessions 	
are aimed to fit around a busy 	
educational timetable.

This was the eighth year of the Blackpool 
Sixth Form Basketball Academy. Both the 
boys’ and the girls’ sections are getting 
stronger each year. The boys came second 
in the North West section of the English 
Schools’ competition. A good achievement 
which qualified them for the national 
quarter finals in Loughborough. They also 
performed well in the new North West 
Colleges’ League, managing to beat teams 
from Cardinal Newman, Preston, Holycross, 
Bury, and Oldham. Impressive results also 
came at the British Colleges’ tournament 
in Manchester. Here they brushed aside 
St. Mary’s Blackburn, Winstanley, Cardinal 
Newman and Preston College just losing 
out to Stockport in the grand final. The girls, 
in their fifth year as a team, were runners 
up in the British Colleges’ North West 
competition. They defeated teams from 
Barrow Sixth Form College and Preston 
College. Their campaign in the English 
Schools’ Basketball competition was also 
successful. They were third in the North 
West. This added to their four previous 
North West Championship crowns. A great 
achievement for a team full of new players.

Coaches Steve Legge and Greg Slater have 
delivered ‘Gifted and Talented’ Basketball 
sessions to a number of Blackpool’s 
secondary schools this year. Talented year 
11 students from our feeder schools will be 
asked to train with the Academy players 
over the summer term. Our students 
have also had the opportunity to teach 
basketball in primary schools this year.
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Basketball Academy

The Boys’ and Girls’ 
Basketball Academy
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Every week, all our other Blackpool Sixth 
Form sports teams compete against other 
colleges throughout the North West and 
in some cases nationally. We regularly 
field three male football teams and one 
ladies’ football team who play in the British 
Colleges’ North West League. Our Mixed 
Hockey team play in the British Colleges 
League, and our Badminton 	
teams regularly compete in local and 
regional competitions.

Our recreational activities have also seen 
some new activities on offer including: 
The Ultimate Sports Challenge, First Steps 
to Driving, Streetdance, Spinning and 
Start Cooking. Other courses on offer from 
our extensive program include Outdoor 
Activities, Recreational Basketball, College 
Radio, Enterprise, Golf, Holiday Spanish & 
Japanese and Digital Photography.

Rugby Union Academy

The Rugby League Academy

Rugby 
Academy
The Rugby Union academy started the 
season with a completely fresh squad of 
lower sixth players and competed well in 
both the British Colleges’ League and Cup.  
They were victorious in the first ever Fylde 
Floodlit Tournament, beating local rivals 
Arnold and Lytham College.  They also sent 
a record number of players to the British 
Colleges’ North West Rugby Trials, with lower 
sixth student James Hampton making it all 
the way to representing the North of England 
at England trials at Hartbury College.  

The Blackpool Sixth Form Rugby League 
Academy was formed mid way through 
the academic year, spearheaded by coach 
Joe Connell.  The team has great strength 
in depth with a variety of talent including 
England Under 18’s winger Joe Bullock.  In 
their trial year they have successfully beaten 
Blackpool and the Fylde College on three 
occasions, as well as many other successful 
rugby league academies throughout the 
North West.  The Sixth Form also claimed 
runners up in the Blackpool Panthers rugby 
league 9’s competition.

The future of both rugby academies is 
looking very bright due to the retention of 
players for next year, and the quality of new 
players that will be arriving at the college.  
The aim for next season is to be competitive 
in both league and union teams as well as 
forming the eagerly anticipated Women’s 
Academy.  

Netball 
Academy
Blackpool Sixth Form Netball Academy 
is open to players of all standards. This 
season started well and matches were well 
contested from the outset. The team were 
involved in the British Colleges’ Tournament 
where they narrowly missed gaining a 
quarter final place. Early in 2010 saw the 
beginning of the National Schools’ and 
Colleges’ Competition in Leyland. Here the 
team competed very well against tough 
opposition and managed to attain a very 
creditable fifth place.

Over the year players have had the 
opportunity to participate in eight hours of 
netball related activities including work on 
skills, tactics, fitness, match play, and match 
analysis. All students have the opportunity 
to develop their own personal performance. 
There is a real club feeling to the academy 
with a real friendly atmosphere where 
everyone regardless of experience or ability, 
is valued.

This year students were also encouraged 
to be involved in coaching and umpiring 
opportunities, they attended an England 
Netball Beginners Course gaining an award 
along the way. 

The academy is strongly linked to Blackpool’s 
Netball Development Programme. Many 
players who have been coached in the 
Blackpool and Fylde Netball League choose to 
attend Blackpool Sixth Form to continue their 
netball education. 

The Netball Academy
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2009 was another highly successful year 
for the award at Blackpool Sixth.  	
In July, 16 students undertook their Gold 
expedition covering 80km in the wild and 
remote Highlands of Scotland.  During 
the 4 days each group had to navigate 
their way completely unaided, carrying all 
their equipment and overcoming all the 
obstacles the Highlands had to offer.

River crossings, obtaining fresh water, 
indistinct paths, rain, hot weather and 
thunder and lightening were no match 
for these 16, all of whom successfully 
completed the expedition.

Of course the expedition is only one 
element of the award, the other sections, 
Physical activity, Skill, Volunteering and 
Residential each require dedication and 
commitment.  From signing up with us, 
when they first start Sixth Form, to that 
handshake with Prince Phillip at their 
presentation, students must develop 
qualities of leadership, endurance, self-
reliance and initiative.  Planning for the 
2010 expedition is now well underway, with 
an unprecedented 40 students aiming to 
complete the challenge.  Blackpool Sixth 
is proud of its achievements and this 
year’s success is a credit to all the students 
involved as well as those involved in 	
their training.

The Duke of Edinburgh 	
Award Scheme

BLACKPOOL SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 2010
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Learning 
Resources
The Learning Resources department 
provides the facilities and staff to 
support and assist all students with their 
independent directed study.  This year has 
seen the opening of the new FYi Express 
facility on the ground floor of the Medlock 
building.  The FYi Express is open and 
fully staffed from 8am-4.30pm allowing 
students to check their emails, print 
out work and to work collaboratively in 
groups.  We also run daily ‘brain-building’ 
activities in the Express with prizes for the 
winning teams.  If they prefer, students 
can use the FYi Express to read the 	
daily newspapers and catch up with 
current events.

The Big Read Book Club continues to 
flourish and now takes place twice a 
week.  The lively meetings provide the 
opportunity to read, debate and analyse a 
range of books including ‘The Shining’, ‘The 
Road’ and ‘Nineteen-Eighty Four’. The staff 
and students involved find book club to be 
a great opportunity to explore books they 
would not normally choose to read.

Other events we have hosted this year 
include the question time debate back in 
December.  This brought together local 
representatives from the main political 
parties and religious groups in a lively 
debate on a number of burning issues both 
local and national.

Blackpool Sixth has been running an 
extensive programme for its gifted and 
talented students for the past four years. 
This has provided students with an 
exciting range of opportunities to support 
their academic and personal development. 
Gifted and talented students study AS and 
A Level Critical Thinking, receive specialist 
support for applications to Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities, have access to 
specialist work placements as well as 
the opportunity to study for the AQA 
Baccalaureate and Extended 	
Project Qualifications.

This year four students gained places 
at Oxford and Cambridge, supported in 
their preparations through specialist 
consultancy advice, mock interview 
preparation and group presentations.

Interest in the Extended Project 
Qualification continues to grow strongly 
with sixty-one upper sixth students 
having completed a project this year, with 
a further eighty lower sixth students 
already researching their chosen topics for 
submission next year.  They have to present 
their findings and submit either a detailed 
report, or submit a physical artefact.  
The latter was exemplified by three 
students producing their own fashion 
show, designing their own clothes and 
soft furnishings. Students in Psychology 
conducted experiments in primary schools 
investigating introverted and extroverted 
behaviour, whereas science based 

students researched topics ranging from 
coronary heart disease to the treatment 
and diagnosis of malignant melanoma.  
Economics students investigated the 
impact of the growth of the Chinese 
economy on the UK, with another 
researching Hitler’s economic policies, 
culminating in the successful completion 
of a questionnaire with a German high 
school.

Twenty-nine students have also taken 
the AQA Baccalaureate qualification, 
including a minimum of 100 hours of 
work related experience, community 
support and personal development. They 
have work shadowed medical staff at the 
Victoria Hospital, participated in exciting 
engineering projects at BAE Systems, 
coached basketball, hockey and football at 
local high schools, helped produce the Sixth 
Form magazine and got involved in peer 
mentoring year 11 students at local high 
schools in GCSE Maths and English.

Gifted & Talented

The FYi Express

Oxbridge students 2010 –  
Back (from left to right): Gordon 
Pal and Joe Prestwich, Front 
(from left to right): Charlotte 
Anderson and Rosy Kanuritch 
have all received offers from 
Oxford or Cambridge
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The Admissions, Liaison and Marketing 
team continued to develop exciting new 
initiatives in 2009-10, broadening our 
work with partner high schools and other 
organisations.

One such new venture came in September 
with a residential visit to Cambridge 
University with a group of our new lower 
sixth students and Year 10 students from 
Bispham, Highfield and Montgomery 
high schools.  Apart from a leisurely punt 
journey down the river Cam, and lectures 
on topics as diverse as “Is there any point 

in Theology?” and “The veterinary science 
of horses and camels”, the visit certainly 
raised aspirations for all those who 	
took part.

Mentoring was a key focus of the year with 
new projects starting up with Collegiate, 
St. Georges and Millfield high schools.  
New team member, Maria Timmins, 
was appointed to help develop these 
programmes which have a very real impact 
for both the students who are mentored 
and the mentors themselves.

Our excellent new facilities such as the 
new Medlock building with its Visual Arts 
and Media studio have been the focal point 
of many visits from different groups of staff 
and students from local secondary schools.

The academic year drew to a close with 
our new brand launch at our ever popular 
Celebration Evening.  This event also 
marked the Sixth Form’s 21st birthday and 
was a great opportunity to welcome a wide 
range of visitors from the local business 
and educational communities to see just 
how much is happening in our college.

Admissions, Liaison 	
and Marketing

Students from local high schools taking part in mentoring sessions
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This year has seen mutual support, respect 
and fun in our Focus Centre – the centre 
for Fresh Opportunities For Curriculum 
Understanding and Support.

For each one of these students the 
challenge of sixth form is an undertaking 
which requires 100% commitment to 
overcoming barriers.  Their mutual support 
and individual determination has meant 
that between them they have already 
gained distinctions in level 2 Health 
and Social Care, First Aid awards, Sports 
Coaching Award, Distinctions in Sports 
Science, level 1 and 2 Numeracy and key skill 
ICT, good passes in Maths GCSE modules 
and predicted good grades in Photography 
and ICT coursework.

Beyond the efforts they make with their 
work, these students are also enjoying 
expanding their social horizons.  Rachel 
continues to develop her photography  
business and has taken up the sport of rifle 
shooting. We are very proud of her gold 
medal in Shooting from the Dwarf Sports 
Association UK National Games.

Justine, our very own Paralympic athlete 
who is planning to compete in the 2012 
Olympics in Fencing, is already laden with 
trophies and medals.  She has just moved 
into the adult arena and competed in 
France at Easter gaining 2nd place. 	
She has just returned from Canada where 
she came 7th against many international 
opponents.  

Whilst their friends were away competing, 
Naomi, Charlotte, Lizzie and Charlotte all 
went off to Snowdonia for the May Day 
bank holiday.  As well as camping, they 
experimented with ways of journeying 
together- enjoying walking and cycling 
along Welsh bridleways.  The most 
memorable experience was crossing 
the stepping-stones at the start of our 
journey… needless to say, we didn’t get very 
far that day!

Justine and Charlotte are looking forward 
to travelling down to Stoke Mandeville 
in the summer to take part in the Stoke 
Mandeville games.  Justine is going to be 
doing some coaching and Charlotte will 
be trying many of the different sports 
available, guided by expert coaches.

Focus 
Friendships

Justine with her award for fencing Rachel with her Gold Award for Shooting from the 
National Dwarf Games
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2009 – 10 has been an excellent year for 
the Eco Action team and for sustainable 
development work in the Sixth Form 
as a whole.  An international exchange, 
a family festival, the visit of a cabinet 
minister and fantastic progress in cutting 
the carbon footprint of the college – these 
have been just some of the highlights.

This summer saw the completion of our 
exciting two-year project with a school in 
Izmir, Turkey, focusing on climate change.  
After a very successful and enjoyable visit 
to Turkey in July 2009, we held the return 
part of the exchange in April. 

The centrepiece of the visit was EcoFest, 
the first environmental festival ever to 
be held in Blackpool. The Turkish visitors 
helped out and organisations such as the 
Solaris Centre, Blackpool Council, Oxfam, 
Animal Aid, the Blackpool Circus school 
and the friends of Stanley Park all pitched 
in.  Particular thanks go to Cllr Peter Collins 
of Park Ward who made the event possible 
with some council funding.

Throughout the year, the Eco Action group 
campaigned for our government to take 
a strong stand on climate change.  In the 
run up to the UN Climate Conference in 
Copenhagen, the group sent a petition to 
the government via Blackpool South MP, 
Gordon Marsden.  A further surprise for the 
group was the visit of Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, Ed Miliband, to 
the Sixth Form in May.  He held a question 
and answer session with students focusing 
on environmental policies.

During all of this campaigning the group 
has not lost sight of its primary aims of 
making the Sixth Form as green as possible.  
Tree-planting, recycling and cutting paper 
waste have been key activities and have 
been rewarded by a 13% cut in the college’s 
carbon footprint.

We look forward to 2010-11 with the 
promise of further international links, a 
major campaign against deforestation and 
a bigger and even better EcoFest!

Turkish students prepared a fashion  
show for EcoFest 2010

Students with Gordon Marsden MP, Ed Miliband MP 
and Labour candidate Penny Martin 

Staff and students from our Turkish partner 
school and the Sixth Form

A Year of Eco Action

Eco Action students visited 
Turkey in July 2009
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Career Academy – 	
Engaging with Local Employers

The Career Academy programme was 
launched in September 2009 following a 
successful year of planning. The Sixth Form 
has been working in partnership with local 
employers to help raise the aspirations of 
students intending to follow a career in 
Business or Finance.

Local business people have made a big 
impact as Guru Lecturers – delivering a 
specialist part of the curriculum to our 
Career Academy group of 21 students. Some 
employers have hosted a workplace visit 
or business simulations. Others mentor 
a student one-to-one, meeting regularly 
to discuss life skills and coursework 
over an 18-month period. Some Senior 
Business Managers have joined the Sixth 
Form’s Local Advisory Board, steering 
and championing the Career Academy 
programme within their own communities. 

Many thanks to the following 
organisations who made a major 
contribution to the successful launch of 
the Career Academy: BFW Hospitals NHS 
Trust, Blackpool Coastal Housing, Blackpool 
Council, Blackpool PCT, Get Started, 
Montpelier Chartered Accountants, New 
Fylde Housing, Progress Housing Group, 
The Regenda Group and Wyre Borough 
Council.

NHS Helping Prospective Doctors  
Make the Grade

The Work Placement Officer has been 
working with the Director and Associate 
Director of Medical Education at Blackpool 
Fylde and Wyre Hospitals NHS Trust to 
arrange a bespoke programme to support 
our prospective medical students. 

The programme includes lectures, a 3-day 
work placement at the hospital in the 
summer, support with UCAS applications 
(including personal statements) and 
interview preparation. 

“I think it was a valuble experience and 
that it gave us a great insight into what it 
is like too be a member of staff in a hospital 
and what is expected of you.” Lower-Sixth 
student Antonia Standaloft 	
(pictured below).

Mentoring Encourages Students to 
AimHigher

A group of over 50 students are taking 
part in two new Mentoring programmes 
funded by AimHigher Lancashire. 

The Associates Scheme focuses on using 
undergraduates from Lancaster University 
who offer one-to-one support  at key points 
during the year to equip our students with 
the skills and knowledge needed to succeed 
even at University. 

Other students are participating in the 
‘Talking Uni Project’ – an eMentoring 
programme run by The Brightside Trust 
with the support of HSBC, which provides 
support for students as they prepare 
for higher education, with a particular 
emphasis on getting to grips with 	
student finance.

Support for Students

Undergraduates from Lancaster University taking 
part in the Associates Scheme with our students

Our Career Academy students in London

Antonia Standaloft and Adam 
Bracewell are just two of our
students that have taken 
part in work experience at 
Blackpool Fylde and
Wyre Hospitals NHS Trust
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The Christian Union have had a very 
productive year, several of our students 
have taken part in the diocesan 
pilgrimage to Lourdes fundraising which 
has been a priority.  From bag packing 
at local supermarkets to sponsored bike 
rides, our Catholic students have shown 
a huge amount of commitment to the 
cause.  This year the Sixth Form has offered 
funding to each of the students attending 
the Lourdes pilgrimage and this has 
ensured their attendance at the event.

During November, the Sixth Form held 
its first ‘Inter Faith Week’ funded by the 
‘Inter Faith Youth Trust’.  Many events were 
held throughout the week, giving the 
opportunity for all students to participate 
in some way.  A presentation was shown to 
students at the beginning of the week, this 
outlined the theme of the week - ‘Journey’s 
End’.  Some of our Christian and Muslim 
students had helped create this and shared 
their thoughts on pilgrimage. 

Amongst other activities a Buddhist 
Meditation session was held which proved 
to be very successful.  Students really 
responded to the philosophy of meditation 
and will hopefully have gained some 
transferable skills.

We invited a Henna Hand Painter into 
Sixth Form and she spent over two hours 
painting many students hands and 
discussing different aspects of Islam.

The Christian Union gave out ‘foot’ shaped 
lollies with the poem ‘Footsteps’ to over 
200 of the students adding to our theme 
of pilgrimage.  This allowed them an 
opportunity to speak with any students 
who were curious about Christianity, or 
who had questions regarding faith 	
in the College.

Faith in the Sixth Form continues to be 
an area of focus, as we continue our 
commitment to the pastoral care of 	
all our students.

The International year got off to a good 
start with the launch of the International 
Baccalaureate qualification and the arrival 
in August of our international students 
from a wide range of countries.  At the 
Welcome Evening in September where 
students from Spain, Norway, Finland, 
Ukraine, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Italy, 
China, Hong Kong and Germany all got 
together and enjoyed an international 
buffet. To celebrate the beginning of 
the International year we went to the 
International firework display in Blackpool 
and enjoyed an Italian meal at La Fontana. 

Emil from Slovakia and Richard from Czech 
Republic started off our activities planting 
Spring bulbs in our newly founded 
International Garden outside the FYi. 
Various activities have followed including 
paintballing and a trip to the Manchester 
Christmas markets. 

Some of the International students joined 
the German exchange meal out at West 
Coast Rock Cafe in Blackpool in February.

The highlight of the year was the Annual 
International Evening in March hosted 
by our international students.  This is 
the fourth year that we have provided 
an evening of international food and 
entertainment for the members of the 
Rotary Club and invited guests including 
the host families of our international 
students. The evening had a true 
international flavour this year as our 
visiting exchange guests from Turkey 
had just arrived. This became a true 
merging of cultures with Turkish dancing, 
presentations by our international 
students, an international quiz and a 
tasting extravaganza from around 	
the world.

Faith in the College

International Affairs

Students get involved with 
Inter Faith Week

Our international students went paintballing in 
November 2009

Our international students 2009/10
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This year the Sixth Form extends thanks 
and warm wishes for the future to 
colleagues set to leave.

Sue Clark, Curriculum Leader for Modern 
Foreign Languages is retiring to spend 
more time with her family and travel.  Sue 
joined the MFL department in September 
2001 and as the former Head, set high 
standards and acted as an excellent 
role model for colleagues and students.  
Dominique Clayton, French Tutor is 	
also retiring from the College after 	
13 years of service. 

At the end of April, Catherine Guy retired 
after 24 years as the College’s receptionist.  
A well-liked and highly professional 
colleague, we wish her well in the next 
exciting stage of her life.

Zoe Slater, Travel and Tourism Tutor, joined 
the College two years ago as an NQT and

David Sweeney, Travel and Tourism Tutor 
joined as an NQT last year.  Each has 
found a new post closer to their homes in 
Liverpool and Manchester respectively.

Gary Mackridge, Art Technician is leaving 	
in the summer to begin a PGCE at 
Sunderland University, we wish him well 	
in his new career.

Matthew Speight and Rebecca Ghelichi 
have supported College during the 
maternity leave of colleagues, and their 
contribution has been appreciated.

This year we have invested in the new role 
of teacher assistant and 3 former students 
have worked with departments in a gap 
year before heading for University.  Paul 
Richardson, Art and Design, Sonal Rashmi, 
Business and IT and Stuart Marshfield, 
Humanities have had a significant impact 
upon the success of individual students 
and they have enhanced the work of their 
departments.  We wish them continued 
success as first rate colleagues in their 
University and professional careers.

Name 	 Category 	 Occupation

Tim Bateson 	 Staff 	 ICT Technician

John Boyle 	 Business 	 Finance Consultant

Scott Carswell 	 Business (term of office ended April 2010)	 Accountant and Senior Manager

Cl. Don Clapham 	 Member 	 Local Authority Councillor

Graham Curry 	 Member 	 Senior Manager, The National Health Service

Ashley Goodinson 	 Staff 	 Teacher

Felicity Greeves 	 Principal 	 College Principal

Bob Hutchinson 	 Member 	 Retired Business Executive

Carol Neale 	 Local Community (resigned w.e.f October 2009)	 Chief Executive, Voluntary Organisation

Tony Nicholson 	 Member 	 Headteacher, Secondary Education

Dr David Sanders 	 Business 	 Consultant

Carole Tyler 	 Business (term of office ended April 2010)	 Senior Manager - Retired

Susan Walsh MBE 	 Local Authority 	 Service Director

Russ Weaver 	 Business 	 Blackpool Crime and Justice Coordinator

Philip Welsh 	 Business 	 Senior Manager

Dr Aruna Mohan 	 Member 	 NHS Consultant

Sophie Lightowlers 	 Student 	 Student

Chris Hodson	 Student 	 Student

Jim Corry 	 Member 	 Chief Executive Local Authority

Steve Davies	 Parent	 Business Manager

Kath Talboys	 Member	 Chief Executive of a Charity

Jodie Trembles	 Member	 Accountant – Audit Manager

Retiring Modern Foreign
Language staff Sue Clark and 

Dominique Clayton

Exciting Times Ahead

Governors 
Blackpool 	
Sixth 2010
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INCOME £000s						    

Year end July	 2007	 2008	 2009
	 as restated			 

LSC Funding	 6645	 7405	 8091

Tuition Fees	 20	 14	 4

Other Grant Income	 2	 1	 1
			 
Other Operating Income	 12	 9	 15
			 
Interest Received	 61	 62	 6

TOTAL INCOME	 6740	 7491	 8117

EXPENDITURE £000s						    

Year end July	 2007	 2008	 2009
	 as restated				  

Staff	 4580	 5043	 5443

Non Staff	 1312	 1897	 1771

Depreciation	 1114	 311	 746

Interest Payable	 7	 12	 50

TOTAL INCOME	 7013	 7263	 8010

EXPENDITURE £000s						    

Year end July	 2007	 2008	 2009
	 as restated			 

Operating (Deficit)	 (273)	 228	 107 
/Surplus	
Depreciation transferred	 625	 88	 87	
to Revaluation Reserve	 	 	

ANNUAL SURPLUS 
/(DEFICIT)	 352	 316	 194

The College has Tangible	 £6,357,000	 £11,839,000	 £18,801,000	
Fixed Assets valued	
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NUMBER OF STUDENTS ENROLLED FROM ASSOCIATE SCHOOL - OCTOBER 1ST 2009
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BLACKPOOL SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 2010

24 25



90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

200920082007
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

200920082007

PERCENTAGE OF A LEVEL STUDENTS 	
ACHIEVING 4 OR MORE PASSES

ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTAINMENT LEAGUE TABLES (3 YEAR TREND)						    

	 THE BLACKPOOL SIXTH FORM COLLEGE	 ENGLAND AVERAGE	 	

	 2006/07	 2007/08	 2008/09	 2008/09

Average A/AS Level Point Score per Student	 801.6	 866.5	 897.8	 739.3

Average A/AS Level Point Score per Examination Entry	 187.9	 197.5	 205.2	 211.7

 STUDENT DESTINATION TRENDS %     	 	 	 	 	 	
Year	 Higher Education	 Further Education	 Gap Year	 Employment	 Other

2006	 72	 2	 4	 15	 7		

2007	 78	 2	 6	 7	 7		

2008	 80	 1	 4	 7	 8		

2009	 82.1	 0.4	 6.8	 5.8	 4.8	 	

Level 2

Gifted and Talented Programme

Advanced Applied Programme

International Baccalureate

A Level Programme

Gap Year 

Employment

Other

Further Education

Higher Education

68 16 4740
33

3
115

804
911 564

STUDENT COURSE CHOICES SEPTEMBER 2009 DESTINATIONS OF STUDENTS SEPTEMBER 2009
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Student Awards 2010
Subject Name Prize Donor Name High School

A level Business Mr & Mrs Wallbank Joe Fratazzi Montgomery

A level Economics Romero Insurance Richard White Cardinal Allen

A level Computing & ICT Mrs E Noble in memory of Graham Batty Hannah Ball Garstang

AS level Business NST Chris Rumley Collegiate

AS level Economics Mr K Bleazard Scott Wallace St. George's

AS level Computing & ICT Mr & Mrs Ravi Harrison Holt-McHale Rossendale

Btec Business   Mr & Mrs Ravi Gillian Keleher Fleetwood Sports College

Btec IT Practitioners Mr & Mrs Ravi John Benbow Hodgson

Financial Studies Gill, Beavers & Carter Chris Hodson Emmanuel Christian

A level English Language In memory of Catherine Finnan Izzy Greenfield Baines

A level English Literature Mr & Mrs Penty Melissa Chedd Hodgson

A level Modern Foreign Languages Trustees Charlotte Anderson Collegiate

AS level English Language Mrs C Tyler in memory of Mary 'Belle' Taylor Amy Dutton Millfield

AS level English Literature Old Students Ass in memory of Dr J Brooks Kirsten Squirrell Hodgson

AS level Modern Foreign Languages Aegis Sophie Atton Highfield

Critical Thinking Mr A Rydeheard Christian Robinson Hodgson

GCSE English Blackpool, Fylde & Wyre Hospitals Deana Galloway Palatine

A level Geography Mrs M Smith in memory of GC & TJ Pye Jonathan Davies St. Aidan's

A level Modern History, Politics & Classical 
Civilisation 

Mrs M Smith in memory of GC & TJ Pye Alex Bond St. Aidan's

A level Law Mr J Tasselli Anna Hji-Christoforou Cardinal Allen

A level Religion, Ethics & Philosophy Trustees of the late Enid L Brown M.A., A.Dip.R. Scott Hunt Hodgson

AS level Classical Civilisation Aegis David Walsh St. Aidan's

AS level Geography Mrs M Smith in memory of GC & TJ Pye Bethan Wylie St. George's

AS level Modern History & Politics Trustees Aaron Lee Rossall

AS level Law Dan Thomas Fergus Kent St. Aidan's

AS level Religion, Ethics & Philosophy Trustees Jessica Parkin St. George's

General Studies Grosvenor Alicia Hughes St. Aidan's

Physical Education   Mr & Mrs Johnson Jade Thornhill Montgomery

Health & Social Care and Childcare Mrs K Kollard Jessica Wylie Cardinal Allen

Btec Travel & Tourism Bon Chaunce Coaches Ria Garrett Highfield

Btec Sport/Sport Science 2nd year Advanced Electrical Installations Rachael Hennessy Cardinal Allen

Btec Health & Social Care Forsyth & Steele Jenna Hills St. Aidan's

Btec Sport/Sport Science 1St. year Elite Minibus Services Luke Wilks Beacon Hill

Rugby Union Elite Minibus Services Scott Armer Millfield

Basketball male Elite Minibus Services James Ormond Montgomery

Basketball female Bon Chaunce Coaches Emma Simms Montgomery

Netball Bon Chaunce Coaches Hannah Quarmby Kirkham

Volunteering Embro Print Francis Twizell Hodgson

A level Maths   Mr & Mrs G Speakman in memory of Graham Speakman Alasdair Preston St. Aidan's

AS level Maths Mr & Mrs G Speakman in memory of Graham Speakman Jake Clarkson Montgomery

International Baccalaureate Advanced Electrical Installations Tom Langhorne Millfield

GCSE Maths Mr & Mrs G Speakman in memory of Graham Speakman Charlotte Howe Bispham

U6 Music Blackpool Symphony Orchestra Zoe Swindells Carr Hill

U6 Performing Arts Mr & Mrs Milford Rachel Hill St. George's

L6 Music Glasdon Callum Vernon St. George's

L6 Performing Arts Mr & Mrs Pickup Kate Gregory Cardinal Allen

Musician of the Year Romero Insurance Brokers Tom Moore Hodgson

Theatrical Performer of the Year Trustees Jordan Atkinson Bispham

A level Biology Mr E B Norcross-Taylor in memory of Samuel Norcross-Taylor Keron Johnson Millfield

A level Chemistry Trustees in memory of Kathleen Drew Grant Kirkpatrick Hodgson

A level Electronics Springfield Fuels Ltd Richard Kenyon St. George's

A level Physics Springfield Fuels Ltd Derek Siu Lytham St. Annes

AS level Biology Mrs J Birtwhistle in memory of Alan E Birtwhistle Claire Sycamore St. Aidan's

AS level Chemistry Springfield Fuels Ltd Callum Forsyth  Hodgson
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Subject Name Prize Donor Name High School

AS level Electronics Blackpool, Fylde & Wyre Hospitals Alex Benson Highfield

AS level Physics Advanced Electrical Installations David Hewitt Montgomery

Btec Forensic Science Trustees in memory of Peter Matley David Fitzpatrick Hodgson

Btec Medical Science Romero Insurance Brokers Nick Smith Montgomery

A level Psychology Trustees Michael Mitchinson Fleetwood Sports College

A level Sociology In memory of Frances Kirkwood Amy Jones Montgomery

AS level Psychology Trustees Naomi Lynden Highfield

AS level Sociology Trustees Rebecca Taylor Baines

Art The Old Students' Association in memory of CPJ Fulford Leigh Hanson Palatine

U6 Media   De Vere Herons’ Reach Lauren Cholmondeley Montgomery

A level Photography   Mr & Mrs G Halliwell Sophie Heywood St. Mary's

A level Graphics College Award Leigh Barton Millfield

Film Studies Trustees Callum Aldcroft St. Aidan's

Textiles & Fashion GBM Shelley Bagot-Moore St. Aidan's

L6 Media College Award Kate Emery Montgomery

AS level Photography    GBM Rachel Lambert Highfurlong

AS level Graphics WeSt. CoaSt. Duplications Katie Hampson Fleetwood Sports College

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Chris Hodson Emmanuel Christian

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Scott Hunt Hodgson

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Amy Gough Millfield

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Richard Kenyon St. George's

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Charlotte Anderson Collegiate

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Jessica Hornby Garstang

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Robert Harrison St Aidan’s

100% attendance throughout 2 years College Award Jonathan Davies St Aidan’s

Services to the Library and Learning 
Resources

Blackpool Rotary Club Aaron Walmsley Palatine

Civic Trust Award for Environmentalism Blackpool Civic Trust Ben Baxter Millfield

Contribution to the Student Council Inghams Laura McCann Hodgson

Contribution to the Student Council Alan Johnson Partnership Cheriece Carter St. George's

Contribution to the Board of Governors Lloyds TSB Chris Hodson Emmanuel Christian

Contribution to the Board of Governors Lloyds TSB Sophie Lightowlers Baines

The best performance across all Level 2 
Btecs

Tenon Josh Preston Baines

International Student of the Year Blackpool Rotary Club Lucy Lhotakova Overseas

Words of Art Creative Writing Prize Allcool Dominic Hale St. Aidan's

Award for Outstanding Performance at 
Debating

Mrs E Noble Joe Prestwich Hodgson

The Mr & Mrs I P Beauchamp Prize for 
Outstanding Achievement in the Lower 
Sixth

Shirley Richmond Stephanie Richards Lytham St. Annes

Manchester Metropolitan University 
Award for Greatest Progress in Lower Sixth

Manchester Metropolitan University Helen Akeroyd Montgomery

The University of Central Lancashire Prize 
for Outstanding Contribution to Business 
Enterprise

University of Central Lancashire Lauren Nelder Rossall

The Lancaster University Prize for 
Endeavour and Achievement in 
Challenging Circumstances

Lancaster University Leo Gaskell Kirkham

The Lancaster University Prize for Outstanding 
Progress and Achievement

Lancaster University Koey Wong St. Anne's

The Rachel Thompson Memorial Prize for 
determination and commitment

Mr & Mrs Thompson Marta Fiol Pujadas Overseas

Robert Platts Scholarship Dan Thomas Jessica Bennett Hodgson

The Oxford University Prize for 
Outstanding Achievement

College Award Rosy Kanuritch Hodgson

The Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge 
Award for Outstanding Achievement

Sidney Sussex College Gordon Pal Hodgson

Student of the Year Indivisual nominees to be confirmed

Runner Up Student of the Year 2am Design nominees to be confirmed
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