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Principal’s Welcome
It’s difficult to believe that we are now over
half-way through the first term of 2019-20. It
really doesn’t seem that long ago we were
celebrating together as a college on A level
and BTEC results day in August, with BBC
News in attendance. We were once again
delighted by the achievements of our class
of 2019. They are now embarking on the next
stage of their lives, starting university courses,
higher apprenticeships, entering employment
or taking a year out to work, travel or volunteer.
We wish them every happiness for their
futures and hope that, as many of our former
students do, that they will stay in touch and
let us know how they are getting on. The new
academic year has already seen a number
of exciting events in the college with guest
speakers, educational visits and employer links
all enhancing the experience of our students.
We are looking forward to our Christmas
programme of
performances. It
would be wonderful
to see you at our ever
popular Christmas
Performing Arts
Showcase or our
thoroughly festive
carol service at St.
Chad’s in Poulton
- please visit the
events section of
our website for more
details.
Jill Gray, Principal
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Celebrating
Success 2019
Blackpool Sixth students and staff once
again celebrated a fabulous set of A level
and BTEC level 3 results. 50 courses had
a 100% pass rate and the percentage of
students receiving the highest possible
grades increased, despite the national
downward trend for high grades. In A
level subjects half of grades were A*, A or
B, and in BTEC 87% of students received
distinction stars. Furthermore, 100% of
students studying the Extended Project
Qualification as part of the college’s
Excellence Programme passed, with 72%
achieving an A*, A or B.
Former Montgomery Academy students,
Luke (right) and Daisy (left), gained places
at the University of Oxford. Daisy will read
Japanese, and Luke, modern and medieval
history.
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A Level Success

Nathan Land

Suny Saccomanno

Chiana Dickson

Former St. George’s School student Nathan
achieved two A* grades in ancient history
and law and an A in English language.
Nathan will take a gap year before studying
ancient history at university.

Blackpool Sixth ‘Student of the Year 2019’,
Suny, achieved two A*s in her French and
Spanish A levels and an A grade in A Level
Economics. Former Baines School student
Suny is now studying politics and French at
the University of Bristol.

With an A in A level English Literature, B in
A Level Modern History and grade C in
A Level Music, former Aspire Academy
pupil Chiana is now studying English
literature at Lancaster University.

A Level Success

Ethan Thorpe

Alex Crossen

Rachel McMurdo

Ethan has moved on to study software
engineering at Edge Hill University.
The former Hodgson Academy student
gained the highest grade of triple
distinction star in his BTEC IT course.

Budding musician and former South Shore
Academy student Alex Crossen gained a
triple distinction star in her BTEC
music course. Alex plans on taking a gap
year before studying music performance
and production at university.

Former St Mary’s Catholic Academy pupil
Rachel achieved a triple distinction star in
BTEC Applied Science. Rachel has now
progressed to The University of Cumbria to
study diagnostic radiography.

Combined Success

Chloe Ireland

Marcus Ayrton

Dans Kurjanovics

Chloe studied a combined programme
at Blackpool Sixth and achieved a double
distinction star in BTEC Level 3 Film and
Television Production as well as an A in A
Level Film Studies. Chloe, formerly of St
Bede’s Catholic High School in Lytham, is
studying film-making at UWE Bristol.

Marcus gained a double distinction star
in BTEC Film and Television Production,
as well as an A in A Level Mathematics
and an A in A Level Music Technology.
Former Millfield Science and Performing
Arts College student Marcus is studying
animation at Ravensbourne University.

Dans celebrated both A level and BTEC
success with an A* in A Level Graphic
Design, a B in mathematics and a
distinction star in IT. The former Carr Hill
High School pupil is now studying graphic
design at the University of Huddersfield.
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Student
Awards 2019
The 2019 Student Awards evening
took place shortly before the end of
the summer term in the Blackpool
Sixth theatre. In all around 90
awards were given out at the event,
covering both academic success and
wider contributions to the college
and the community. The coveted
Student of the Year award went to
Suny Saccomanno for her excellent
academic achievements as well as
her tireless work on behalf of the
Student Council and as a Student
Ambassador. The guest of honour was
Justine Moore, a former Blackpool
Sixth student who is a paralympian
fencer. Justine represented Great
Britain at the 2012 Paralympics and
is in contention for selection for the
2020 Paralympics in Toyko.
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BTEC Awards - Chelsie,
college and students
In July, Blackpool Sixth celebrated success
and national recognition for the excellence
of its BTEC provision. The college as a whole
won a BTEC College of the Year Silver Award
from the examinations and publishing giant,
Pearson. IT teacher, Chelsie Toole, was
awarded a Silver BTEC Teacher of the Year
award. Additionally, three public services
students, Emily Bradder, Chloe Tipping
and Crystal Thompson and a sport student,
Callum Galbraith, were all awarded Silver in
the BTEC Student of the Year category.
The Silver Award for BTEC College of the
Year recognises Blackpool Sixth’s excellent
track record of successfully delivering BTEC
qualifications in a wide variety of subjects.
Blackpool Sixth is consistently amongst the
highest achieving schools and colleges in
the country.

BAE/Rotary Engineering competition win
Engineering and electronics students won
a prestigious BAE Systems and Rotary Club
award.
The three Lower Sixth students received their
trophy after competing in the advanced section
of the annual technology competition earlier

this year, held at the YMCA in St Annes.
The winners, Jordan Langford, Jonathan
Hopgood and Daniel Evans, had to design a
pulley system to solve a tricky problem at the
challenge, run by BAE Systems and Rotary
Lytham.
This year Blackpool Sixth entered four teams of
three students who all study engineering and
electronics courses at the college.
“It gives opportunities for our students to work
together in teams to solve a real world problem
created by a local employer,” said Joe Mathews,
electronics and engineering teacher.
“I enjoyed designing and building a solution
to solve the problem, said Jordan Langford. “I
hope to use these skills for an apprenticeship at
BAE.”
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Dragon’s Den visit
Over 250 business and IT
students at The Blackpool
Sixth Form College were
treated to a very inspiring
and thought-provoking
talk from former BBC
Dragons’ Den ‘dragon’
Piers Linney.

ability to adapt, learn, reskill and remain relevant.”
Piers said it is important
to inspire the next
generation and if his
talk has helped just one
person sitting in the
crowd then it is worth it.

Piers spoke to
students about his own
experiences in law and
business, as well as, his
time on Dragons’ Den. He
gave them advice and
motivation for their future
careers.

 he talk was followed
T
by a Q&A session where
students were invited
to ask Piers about
his successes and
experience in business
so far. Students asked
questions around what
keeps Piers motivated
throughout failure, and
about some of the funnier
pitches on Dragons’ Den.

One of the messages
Piers shared was that
the students’ future is
very much in their hands,
saying, “The future is
far more uncertain than
it used to be and your
future will depend on your
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Alumni news accolade for leading
chemist, Paul Topham
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of
IUPAC and the International Year of the
Periodic Table, IUPAC (International Union
of Pure and Applied Chemistry) and IYCN
(International Young Chemists Network)
announce the creation of a Periodic Table
of Younger Chemists.
We are really proud that former student
Paul Topham has made the list.

Chloe Davies JP Morgan internship
Congratulations to Blackpool Sixth student Chloe Davies
who just completed a summer internship at J.P. Morgan.
Chloe said "The internship was great. I met some amazing
people. It’s been a great experience and I've learnt a lot
about the company and their apprenticeships."
A huge thank you to J.P Morgan for providing these
invaluable experiences for our students.

College band play at
Illuminations Switch-On
Popular party band The Sound supported Busted at the
Blackpool Tower Headland for this year’s illuminations
switch-on. The band, made up mainly of current and
ex-Blackpool Sixth students, supported Fleetwood’s Alfie
Boe last year.
Katie Hill and drummer Max Fish are studying at Blackpool
Sixth, and Joshua Dempsey, vocalist and Megan
Delves, keyboards and vocals, are former students. Kian
Dempsey, 16, second lead vocalist, is joining the sixth form
in September. Their fellow band member, Will Hooper, is a
student at Kirkham Grammar School.

The Blackpool Sixth Form College | Autumn Newsletter 2019 | www.blackpoolsixth.ac.uk

7

Dates for your diary
Key dates, Autumn Term 2019
02.12.19 - Mock exam week
12.12.19 - Christmas Showcase
19.12.19 - Festival of Carols and Readings, St. Chad’s Poulton
19.12.19 - Students finish for Christmas

Key dates, Spring Term 2020
07.01.20 - College reopens
25.01.20 - Parents’/Carers’ Conference
25.01.20 - Year 11 January Taster Day
05.02.20 - Open Evening
14.02.20 - Students finish for half term
24.02.20 - College reopens
10.03.20, 11.03.20, 12.03.20 - Annual Musical, Les Misérables
11.03.20, 25.03.20 - Year 11 March Tasters
03.04.20 - Students finish for Easter
20.04.20 - College reopens

See the Events page on our website for further
information about these events.
www.blackpoolsixth.ac.uk/events

